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A b o u t  

T E R E S A  A B I - NA D E R  D A H L B E R G ,  P H . D .

Teresa Abi-Nader Dahlberg came to the University of Tampa from Texas 

Christian University, where she served as provost and vice chancellor for 

academic affairs.

In addition to being TCU’s chief academic officer, Dahlberg was also  

a professor of both computer science and engineering. She has more than  

20 years of experience in higher education as a faculty member and an 

administrator and is known especially as an advocate for student success  

and innovative academic programs.

Prior to joining TCU in 2019, Dahlberg served as dean of the College of  

Engineering and Computer Science at Syracuse University, where she 

launched strategic plans focused on research and students’ experiences. She 

also created and led the college fundraising campaign which meaningfully 

contributed to Syracuse’s $1.5 billion Forever Orange capital campaign.

Before her position at Syracuse, Dahlberg served as chief academic  

officer and dean of the Albert Nerken School of Engineering at Cooper 

Union for the Advancement of Science and Art in New York City and  

associate dean of the College of Computing and Informatics at the  

University of North Carolina Charlotte. 

In her academic career, Dahlberg has been the principal investigator  

for over $20 million in external funding for projects in the areas of  

computer education, broadening participation in computing and  

wireless networking research.

Dahlberg looks to build upon UTampa’s already remarkable record  

of success by elevating UTampa’s impact on people and community,  

increasing UTampa’s institutional reputation and bolstering its  

financial sustainability.

Dahlberg began her professional career with the IBM Corporation in North 

Carolina. She has a bachelor’s degree from the University of Pittsburgh 

and earned both a master’s degree and a Ph.D. from North Carolina State 

University, where she is a member of the Alumni Hall of Fame.
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I N V E S T I T U R E  
o f  t h e 

E L E V E N T H  P R E S I D E N T  
O F  T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y 

O R D E R  O F  C E R E M O N Y

P R E L U D E 

P R O C E S S I O N A L
Universit y  of  Ta m p a  Fa cul t y  Bra ss  Q uintet

A N N O U N C E M E N T  O F  I N A U G U R AT I O N 

Da n Hub e r,  P h.D.  
Professor of  En v i ron m e n t a l  St ud ies 

L e a d  Fa cul t y  M a rsha l

P R E S E N TAT I O N  O F  C O L O R S  

N AT I O N A L  A N T H E M

W E L C O M E  A N D  I N T R O D U C T I O N S 

Ja m e s W. Eye r  Jr.   
Chair of  t he  B oa rd  of  Trust e e s  

R E M A R K S 

Rya n Cra gun,  P h.D.   
Facult y  Sena t e  C ha i r,  P rofe ssor of  Soc io lo g y

L or ra ine  H offb e rg ’9 8   
Se n i or Accoun t a n t

M U S I C A L  P E R F O R M A N C E
Universit y  of  Ta m p a  C ha m be r Si n ger s

A bigail  King ’25   
Student  G overnment President

Ch ri stina Hurley ’88   
Alumni A s sociation B oard Chair

P O E T I C  P R E S E N TAT I O N 
Vi c tori o Reyes Asili ,  Ph.D.   

A s s is tant  Pro fessor of  English and Writing

Representative Kathy Castor   
U.S.  Co ngres s ,  14th D istrict  of  Florida

B i ll  Carlson Jr.  ’88   
Tampa Cit y  Council ,  D istrict  4

M U S I C A L  P E R F O R M A N C E
Univer s it y  o f  Tampa Chamber Singers

Vi c tor B oschini  Jr. ,  Ph.D.  
Ch ancello r,  Texas Christian Universit y

P R E S E N TAT I O N  O F  
U N I V E R S I T Y  M E D A L L I O N 

J ames W. Eyer Jr.  
Ch air  o f  the  B oard of  Trustees

I N A U G U R A L  A D D R E S S 

Teresa A bi -Nader Dahlb erg,  Ph.D.  
President

A L M A  M AT E R

F I N A L  R E M A R K S 

B ella  Galp erin,  Ph.D.   
D ana Professor of 

Management and Entrepreneurship 
L ead Facult y  Marshal 

R E C E S S I O N A L
Univer s it y  o f  Tampa Facult y  Brass  Q uintet

P O S T L U D E 

All  attendees  are  invited to  a  
lunch eo n at  Sykes  Plaza immediately  

fo llo wing the  ceremony.  



I NA U G U R A L  P R O C E S S I O N

Teresa Ab i- N a de r  D a hlb e rg,  P h.D.  
P re si d e n t

T hilo B e st  
Secreta ry of  t he  B oa rd  of  Trust e es

M . Br ia n Bla ke,  P h.D.  
Presiden t ,  G e orgi a  St a t e  U n i v e rsit y 

Ste phe n Ble ssing,  P h.D.  
Janet  R.  Matthe ws ,  P h .D .,  En d owe d  C ha i r  o f  Ps ych o lo g y

Vic tor  B oschini  Jr. ,  P h.D.  
Chancellor,  Te xa s C hri st i a n  U n i v e r s it y

Bill  C a rlson Jr.  ’8 8 
Tamp a  C i t y  C oun ci l ,  D i st ri ct  4

Ka thy Ca stor  
U.S.  Repres e n t a t i v e ,  14t h D i st ri ct  of  Flo r ida

Rya n Cra gun,  P h.D.  
Facult y  Sen a t e  C ha i r,  P rofe ssor of  Socio lo g y

Ja m e s W. Eye r  Jr. 
Chair of  t he  B oa rd  of  Trust e e s

B ella  Ga lp e r in,  P h.D. 
D ana Professor o f  M a n a ge m e n t  a n d  En t re preneur s h ip 

L e a d  Fa cul t y  M a rsha l

D a n Hub e r,  P h.D. 
Professor of  En v i ron m e n t a l  St ud ies 

L e a d  Fa cul t y  M a rsha l

L or ra ine  H offb e rg ’9 8  
Se n i or Accoun t a n t

Chr istina  Hurley ’8 8  
Alumn i  Associ a t i on  B oa rd  C ha ir

Ab iga il  King ’25 
Stude n t  G ov e rn m e n t  P re si d e n t

Jim P fa e ndtne r,  P h.D.  
D ean ,  Nort h C a rol i n a  St a t e  U n i v e r s it y

Jose ph Urso ’92 
Stu and D iane Wi l l i a m s En d owe d  He a d  B a seball  Co ach

Susa n R .  We nte,  P h.D.  
Presid e n t ,  Wa ke  Fore st  U n i v e rsi t y

Re b e cca  White,  P h.D.  
James W. Walter  D i st i n gui she d  C ha i r  of  En t repreneur s h ip  

D irector,  John P.  L owt h En t re p re n e urship Center

Rona ld L.  Vaughn,  P h.D.  
Former Pre si d e n t ,  U n i v e rsi t y  of  Ta mpa  

Max H. Hollingsworth Endowed Chair of American Enterprise

B O A R D  O F  T RU S T E E S

T RU S T E E  E M E R I T I

Rob ert  Calafell  ’66,  MBA ’75

Stephen Dickey,  M.D.

The Hon.  Dick A.  Greco ’56

A.D.  “Sandy” MacKinnon

The Hon.  B ob Martinez ’57

A de A debi si  ’81 ,  M BA  ’83

Ch arlo tte  B aker

L owry B aldwi n

Roni c e B arlow M BA  ’17

Th i lo B est

G.  Rob ert  B lanch ard Jr.

B eth  Cah i ll

Peter Cammick ’79, MBA ’89

Vi nc e Cassi dy

Th e Hon.  J ane Castor ’81

Patricia Clark, Ph.D., MBA ’85

K ri sten Cordell

Sarah  Dani els  ’ 16

Steven D eh mlow

Casey Elli son

J ames W.  Eyer J r.

Sh ei li na Henry

J ane Hernandez ’80

Paul Heth  ’90

Ch ri sti na Hurley ’88

C H A I R  E M E R I T I

Ph i lli p Casey

D on D eFosset

J ames L .  Ferman J r.

J ames S.  Mac L eo d ’70

Eugene Mc Ni ch ols

J oh n Sykes  
( Honorary D egree ’88)

Ri ck Th omas ’72

J oh n West

Molly James

John D.  Jassy Jr.

Paul  Johan

Su L ee MBA ’94

Jason Magee

Roy McCraw Jr.

Thomas Meachum ’81, MBA ’93

Wilhelm Nunn

Michael  Nursey

Alan Randolph ’90

B enson Riseman ’78

Robert Rohrlack Jr.,  DBA, CCE

D ouglas Ro thschild ’81

Nip esh Shah

Michael  Southard ’82

Teresa Pagan Stinson

Keebler Straz

Helen Wesley

Karen Zaderej



P R E S I D E N T ’ S  CA B I N E T

E r ic C á rde na s 
As si st a n t  Vi ce  P re si d e n t ,  

Commun i ca t i on s  a n d  P ubl i c  Af fa ir s

W. M icha el  H e ndr icks,  E d.D. 
Vice President ,  St ra t e gi c  En rol l m e n t  Planning

Steph a nie  Russell  Kre b s,  P h.D. 
Vice President,  Stud e n t  Af fa i rs  a n d  St ra t e gic  Initiatives

Kevin L a ffe r ty 
Vice Preside n t ,  Ad m i n i st ra t i on  a n d  Finance

Ta m my L op e r 
Vice President,  In form a t i on  Te chn ol og y a nd Secur it y

L a r r y Ma r fise 
D i re ct or,  At hl e t i cs

Te re sa  Pe rez 
Executive  Assistan t  t o  t he  P re si d e n t  a n d  B oard Liais o n

D onna  Pop ovich ’8 9 
Vice Pre si d e n t ,  Hum a n  Re sources

David Ste r n,  P h.D. 
Provost  and Vi ce  P re si d e n t ,  Aca d e m i c A ffair s

L.  Ke ith To dd 
Vice President,  D e v e l op m e n t  a n d  U n i v e rsi t y  Relatio ns

Monnie  We r tz ,  P h.D. 
Vic e  P re si d e n t ,  O p e ra t i on s

Thom a s Withe rsp o on,  P h.D. 
Vice Preside n t  a n d  C hi e f  D i v e rsi t y  O fficer,  

Provost’s  O f f i ce  a n d  St ud e n t  Af fair s

I NA U G U R AT I O N  
P L A N N I N G  C O M M I T T E E

Chang Ashby  
O peratio ns  Manager,  Soft  Ser vices

Samantha Blout 
D irecto r,  Vo lunteer  Engagement and Events

Eric Cárdenas 
A s s is tant  Vice  President,  

Co mmunications  and Public  Affairs

Frank Cinelli 
Media Ser vices  Specialist

Ni cholas Fowler 
O peratio ns  D irector,  Campus Ser vices

Ti ffany Garcia ’09,  M.A.  ’21 
D irecto r,  Alumni Relations

J azmi n Giovino M.A.  ’25  
A s s is tant  D irector,  Ste wardship and Events

Kevin Howell  
Executive  D irector,  Campus Safet y

Steph ani e Russell  Krebs,  Ph.D.  
V ice President,  

Student  A ffairs  and Strategic  Initiatives 

Teresa Perez  
Executive  A ssistant  to  the  President  

and B oard Liaison

Dav id Stern,  Ph.D.  
Pro vo s t  and V ice  President,  Academic Affairs

L.  Keith To dd  
V ice Pres ident,  D e velopment and Universit y  Relations

Amy Truong 
Res ident  D is tr ict  Manager,  D ining Ser vices

Matthew Wynn 
Event  Ser vices  Manager

D E A N S  O F  T H E  
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  TA M PA

Frank Ghannadian,  P h.D. 
Sykes  College  of  Busi n e ss

Paul Greenwo o d,  P h.D. 
College  of  Natural  a n d  

Health Scienc e s

David Gudelunas,  P h.D. 
College  of  Arts  and L e t t e rs

C Jay Pendleton,  P h.D. 
Associate  Provost  a n d  

D ean of  Academic Se r v i ce s

Je nnife r  Sc ai a,  Ed. D. 
Assi st a n t  Vice  Pres ident  
for  St ud e n t  A ffair s  and  

D e a n  of  Students

H olley Ta nkersley,  Ph . D. 
C ol l e ge  of  So cial  Sciences ,  

M a t he m a t i cs  and Educatio n



President Teresa Abi-Nader Dahlberg, Ph.D.,  

has new regalia for the inauguration  

ceremony. She has chosen a red robe  

emblazoned with minarets. The five stripes 

on the side are called chevrons. Dahlberg  

has an extra chevron, compared to Ph.D. 

graduates, as president. President Dahlberg’s 

dark blue hood represents her having  

a doctoral degree. The flat-looking cap  

is called a doctoral tam. It symbolizes  

accomplishment at the highest academic level. The golden tassel symbolizes 

transition and accomplishment. It shows the wearer has completed their  

higher education and is moving forward. 

P R E S I D E N T I A L  R E G A L I A

The original University of Tampa mace 

was made by James Bignell of UTampa’s  

industrial arts department at the request 

of David Delo, Ph.D., UTampa’s fifth 

president. It was wooden, painted black 

and trimmed with gold. When B.D. 

Owens, Ph.D., became president of the 

University in 1971, he wanted a new mace 

for his inauguration. David Dye, a local 

artist and an art instructor at Hillsborough 

Community College, was commissioned 

for the design and casting. Dye made 

UTampa’s mace javelin-like with a minaret 

shape on top. The thick head is made 

with pure silver over a concrete center. The handle is made of walnut, weighs 

15 pounds and measures 43 1/4 inches. The mace is secured in the Office  

of the President when not being used for official University functions.

The University Chain of Office looks like 

a medal, and it symbolizes leadership and 

responsibility at the highest position in 

the University. It is worn by the president 

at commencement and all instances  

requiring academic regalia. Each UTampa 

president has received a medal engraved 

with the names and terms of former  

presidents. President Dahlberg’s name and 

starting year are engraved on her medal—

but as of now, no end date is engraved. 

PA S T  P R E S I D E N T S

Ronald L.  Vaughn,  Ph.D.  
1995-2024

Davi d G.  Ruffer,  Ph.D. 
1991-1994

B ruce A.  Samson 
1986-1991

Ri ch ard D.  Cheshire,  Ph.D. 
1977-1986

B . D.  O wens,  Ph.D. 
197 1-1977

Davi d M. D elo,  Ph.D. 
1958-197 1

Ellwo o d C.  Nance,  Ph.D. 
1945-1957

J ames Ellio tt  Mo oney,  Ed.D. 
1940-1944

J oh n Harvey Sherman,  Ph.D. 
1937-1940

Frederi c  H.  Spaulding,  Ph.D.  
1931-1936



A L M A  M AT E R

Ste a dfa st  a nd tr ue,

sing we  thy pra ise,

Alm a  Ma te r  fre e.

P roud b e a t  our  he a r ts,

a nd a ll  our  days

we’ ll  ra ise  songs to  the e.

We’ll  go for th to  love  a nd pra ise

the e  a nd b e  eve r  tr ue.

Hail  our  glor ious Alm a  Ma te r,

ha il  our  Ta mpa  U.
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